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A  NEW  BARBET  FROM   FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA 


AUSTIN  L.  RAND 
CURATOR,  DIVISION  OF  BIRDS 

In  arranging  the  collections  of  Chicago  Natural  History  Museum 
it  was  found  that  the  specimens  of  Megalaima  virens  from  Indo- 
China  were  different  enough  from  other  populations  to  warrant 
recognition  as  a  separate  subspecies.  Material  kindly  lent  from  the 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History  through  Dr.  Ernst  Mayr 
confirmed  this  view.  For  these  birds  I  propose  the  name: 

Megalaima  virens  indochinensis  subsp.  nov. 

Type. — Chicago  Natural  History  Museum  no.  78106  from  Chapa, 
Tonkin,  French  Indo-China.  Adult  male.  Collected  February  13, 
1929,  by  J.  Van  Tyne. 

Diagnosis. — Differs  from  M.  v.  virens  of  China  in  having  the 
tips  of  the  lesser  wing  coverts  with  more  pronounced  and  dark  red- 
dish brown  (rather  than  less  extensive  and  paler  reddish  brown,  or 
olive  brown);  the  back  darker,  with  more  of  a  tendency  toward 
darker  red  brown  spots  in  the  tips  of  the  feathers;  the  flanks  brighter, 
more  yellowish,  with  usually  more  of  a  reddish  brown  tinge  on  the 
side  of  the  breast;  the  upper  breast  averaging  slightly  darker  and 
richer  in  color. 

Range. — Northern  Indo-China  and  probably  to  northern  Siam, 
Tenasserim,  and  lower  Burma. 

Remarks. — Birds  from  Indo-China  have  always  been  united  with 
M.  v.  virens  from  south  China  with  which  they  agree  in  having  a 
green,  rather  than  bluish,  tinged  head.  Mayr  (Ibis,  1941,  p.  490) 
pointed  out  the  close  similarity  in  measurements  but  did  not  men- 
tion color.  At  my  request  he  re-examined  his  series  and  wrote  me 
that  they  "more  or  less  substantiated"  the  differences  I  found,  but 
that  there  was  overlap,  and  he  kindly  sent  me  certain  specimens 
to  examine. 
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In  series  the  two  races  stand  apart  rather  clearly.  However,  in 
each  series  there  is  variation,  and  the  variations  in  the  various  charac- 
ters do  not  always  parallel  each  other.  For  example,  one  pale 
Chinese  bird  has  moderate  spotting  on  the  wing  coverts  and  bright 
flanks.  The  following  gives  the  separability  of  individuals  of  the 
two  series: 

(a)  On  depth  of  color  of  back:  of  the  ten  Indo-Chinese  birds, 
eight  are  dark  and  separable  from  the  fifteen  Chinese  birds; 
i.e.,  80  per  cent  are  separable  from  all. 

(b)  On  spotting  of  upper  wing  coverts:  the  ten  Indo-Chinese 
birds  have  this  character  pronounced  to  moderate;  of  the 
fifteen  Chinese  birds  ten  have  it  slight,  five  moderate;  i.e., 
66.6  per  cent  are  separable  from  all. 

(c)  On  color  of  flanks:  only  eight  of  the  fifteen  Chinese  birds 
are  separable  from  all  of  the  Indo-Chinese  birds;  i.e.,  just 
over  50  per  cent  are  separable  from  all. 

Two  birds  from  the  Shan  States  are  rather  "moderate"  in  depth 
of  color  but  have  bright  flanks  and  conspicuous  dark  red  brown  tips 
to  the  lesser  wing  coverts,  agreeing  in  this  with  the  Indo-Chinese 
forms. 

I  have  not  examined  birds  from  lower  Burma,  Tenasserim,  and 
northern  Siam.  Mayr  (Ibis,  1940,  p.  490)  wrote  that  they  differed 
only  slightly  from  virens  in  a  tendency  to  have  more  yellow  streak- 
ing on  the  nape  and  a  definitely  longer  and  heavier  bill.  Probably 
they  belong  with  the  Indo-Chinese  form. 

The  Kweichou  bird  might  be  expected  to  show  some  approach 
to  the  Indo-Chinese  bird  but  it  does  not.  However,  the  two  Swatow 
birds,  while  rather  pale,  have  the  red  brown  tipping  of  the  wing 
coverts  more  pronounced  than  average  for  Chinese  birds,  and  one 
has  them  more  pronounced  than  in  any  other  Chinese  bird. 

Specimens  examined. — M.  v.  virens:  Chihli  (Tingchow),  1;  Fukien, 
11;  Kwangtung  (Swatow),  2;  Kweichou,  1.  M.  v.  indochinensis: 
Tonkin,  7;  Annam,  1;  Shan  States,  2. 
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